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A bass scales chart is a useful tool for any bass player, whether you are just starting out or have been playing for years. A chords chart can help you understand the different types of chords and how to play them on the bass guitar. To help you out, we’ve put together a free printable bass chords reference PDF that you can download and use as a reference.




What are chords on bass?




Chords on the bass are simply a group of notes played together on the bass guitar. These notes work together to create a specific sound or harmony. There are many different types of chords that can be played on the bass guitar, each with its own unique sound. Some of the most common types of chords include the major triad, the minor triad, and the seventh chords.
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Enter your email in the box above and I’ll send you a free bass chords chart for beginners, direct to your email inbox! Grab this beginner bass tabs pdf today!






The Major Triad




The major triad is made up of three notes: the root, the major third, and the fifth. This chord is typically represented by the letters of its notes, such as C-E-G for a C major triad. The major triad is a very common chord and is used in a wide range of music styles.




The Diminished Triad




The diminished triad is made up of three notes: the root, the minor third, and the diminished fifth. This chord is represented by the letters of its notes followed by a small circle symbol, such as C-Eb-Gb for a C diminished triad. The diminished triad has a tense and dissonant sound and is used in a variety of different music styles.




The Augmented Triad




The augmented triad is made up of three notes: the root, the major third, and the augmented fifth. This chord is represented by the letters of its notes followed by a “+” symbol, such as C-E-G# for a C augmented triad. The augmented triad has a bright and dissonant sound and is used in a variety of different music styles.




The Minor Triad




The minor triad is made up of three notes: the root, the minor third, and the fifth. This chord is typically represented by the letters of its notes followed by a “m” symbol, such as C-Eb-G for a C minor triad. The minor triad is a very common chord and is used in a wide range of music styles.




The Minor 7th Chord




The minor 7th chord is made up of four notes: the root, the minor third, the fifth, and the minor seventh. This chord is typically represented by the letters of its notes followed by a “m7” symbol, such as C-Eb-G-Bb for a C minor 7th chord. The minor 7th chord is a common chord used in many different music styles.




The Major 7th Chord




The major 7th chord is made up of four notes: the root, the major third, the fifth, and the major seventh. This chord is typically represented by the letters of its notes followed by a “maj7” symbol, such as C-E-G-B for a C major 7th chord. The major 7th chord is a common chord used in many different music styles.




The Diminished 7th Chord




The diminished 7th chord is made up of four notes: the root, the minor third, the diminished fifth, and the diminished seventh. This chord is represented by the letters of its notes followed by a “dim7” symbol, such as C-Eb-Gb-Bbb for a C diminished 7th chord. The diminished 7th chord has a dissonant and unstable sound and is used in a variety of different music styles.




The Dominant 7th Chord




The dominant 7th chord is made up of four notes: the root, the major third, the fifth, and the minor seventh. This chord is typically represented by the letters of its notes followed by a “7” symbol, such as C-E-G-Bb for a C dominant 7th chord. The dominant 7th chord is a very common chord used in many different music styles.




The Minor 7, flat 5 Chord




The minor 7, flat 5 chord is made up of four notes: the root, the minor third, the diminished fifth, and the minor seventh. This chord is represented by the letters of its notes followed by a “m7b5” symbol, such as C-Eb-Gb-Bb for a C minor 7, flat 5 chord. This chord has a dissonant and unstable sound and is used in a variety of different music styles.




Are there any chords for a bass guitar?




Yes, there are many different chords that can be played on the bass guitar. The chords listed above are just a few examples of the many different types of chords that can be played on the bass guitar.




How do you read a bass chord diagram?




A bass chord diagram is a visual representation of a chord that shows the finger positions on the fretboard. The diagram will typically show the nut (the white line at the top of the diagram) and the frets (the horizontal lines). The dots on the diagram represent the finger positions for the chord. The numbers inside the dots indicate which finger should be used to play that note.




How do you read bass guitar chord notes?




Reading bass guitar chord notes is quite simple. The chord will typically be represented by the letters of its notes, such as C-E-G for a C major triad. The notes will be listed in the order they should be played.




What is the most useful bass scale?




This is subjective and depends on the context of the music you’re playing. However, the major and minor pentatonic scales are widely used in many different music styles and are considered by many to be the most useful bass scales.




What scales should I know on bass?




Major and minor pentatonic scales, major and minor scales, and the blues scales are the most common scales that you should learn on the bass guitar.




What are the 12 notes on a bass guitar?




The 12 notes on a bass guitar are the same as on any other instrument in the Western music – A, A#/Bb, B, C, C#/Db, D, D#/Eb, E, F, F#/Gb, G, G#/Ab.




How do you play major scale on bass guitar?




To learn to play the major scale on bass you need to know the major scale patterns. You can learn the major scale patterns in this article. You can also pick up a free bass scale exercises pdf there too!




How many bass guitar scales are there?




There are an infinite number of possible scales that can be played on bass guitar, but the most common scales include: Major, minor, pentatonic, blues, and mode scales.




How many pentatonic scales are there on bass?




There are two pentatonic scales on bass: the major pentatonic scale and the minor pentatonic scale.




How do you practice pentatonic scales on bass?




To practice pentatonic scales on bass, start by learning the pattern of whole and half steps for the scale. Once you have the pattern memorized, practice playing the scale ascending and descending in a smooth and even manner. Also, practice playing the scale in different positions on the fretboard. It’s also helpful to practice the scale in different rhythms and with a metronome.




What is a major pentatonic scale on bass guitar?




A major pentatonic scale is a five-note scale that is made up of the root, major second, major third, fifth, and major sixth degrees of a major scale. The major pentatonic is often used in rock, blues, and country music and is a great scale for improvisation and soloing.




How many scales are there on bass?




There are an infinite number of possible scales that can be played on bass guitar, but the most common scales include: Major, minor, pentatonic, blues, and mode scales. It’s important to note that the possibilities for scales are endless, and many musicians create their own unique scales.
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    What’s a simple and straight forward explanations. Thanks I found this very useful and helpful…

 I am having difficulties is applying chord tones while soloing or do I say I don’t understand chord tones, is there a way you can help… I’ll gladly appreciate.
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Affiliate disclaimer




Blog articles on this website such as amp reviews, video lessons or any other product related article, contain affiliate links. Any qualifying purchase you make will support this site and we greatly appreciate your continued support!










Want your product reviewed?




We’re always keen to hear from new product developers who have things to offer our audience. If you’ve got something then get in touch through the contact page.










YouTube Channel




Onlinebassguitar.com isn’t just a website. We’ve also got a YouTube channel packed full of free bass guitar lessons, gear reviews and much more. Head over and give us a sub!
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